Statement on 8 March 2010 by the National Executive Board of the Red-Green Alliance 


-     100 years of struggle for equal rights, equal opportunities and liberation 

A hundred years ago the socialist women’s conference of the Second International decided at their conference in Copenhagen that an international women workers’ day was to be held every year. According to the German socialist and feminist Clara Zetkin who took the initiative to hold the conference, it was necessary to overthrow the capitalist system in order to achieve the final liberation of women, as ” without the participation of women in the class struggle there will be no destruction of capitalism, no socialist innovation.”

The main themes of the conference were the vote, the building of an international workers-women’s movement, equal pay, the care of women and children.

What has been achieved during the 100 years?

There has of course been progress. Women have achieved the vote. Danish women achieved the right of abortion in 1973, and equal pay in law in 1976. But in real life there is a long way to equality and equal opportunities.

The pay gap between women and men is more or less the same in Denmark of today as then, 17 to 18%, and within the EU it is growing – with wage differences of over 20% in several large EU countries. The wage differences alone show the unequal power relations between the sexes in society today. Then there is a class aspect as well - that for example most Danish women are in the low wage groups within the public and private sectors. And it is still women doing the main part of the work (free of charge) with regard to caring for the family and the home.
Legislation is insufficient – real change demands action and struggle.

A hundred years after the women’s conference in Copenhagen in 1910 and in the depth of an economic crisis, the combined women’s struggle and class struggle and the necessity to break with the capitalist system are still crucial. Neo-liberalism and globalization have deepened the gap globally between rich and poor and between women and men.  Poverty is female: 70% out of the 1,3 billion poor in the world are women. Although 70% of the work worldwide is done by women, they do not even receive 10% of the income worldwide. 

Oppression of women is global. All over the world women are hit first by poverty, by marginalization, violence and slavery. In some countries women do not even have the most elementary rights due to authoritarian regimes or fundamentalist religions. 

Enhedslisten/the Red-Green Alliance puts forward the following policies:

It is necessary to act now to improve conditions and achieve full equality and equal opportunities in the future: 

· Full equal pay – end sex-based divisions within the labour market.

· An equal sharing between parents of parental leave and the care of children.
· A flexible labour market with regard to children, family and democratic participation – and a stop to public sector cuts and privatization as it undermines the welfare state. 
· To reduce the problem of insecure jobs and stop new wage systems based on individual wage negotiations etc., which hit women the hardest.
· A democratic, progressive, high quality public sector. Attacks on the public sector hit women threefold:  Women are employed in and make their money in the public sector and are as well its users. When welfare goods achieved - as for example child care and the care of the elderly - deteriorate or become too expensive, traditional sex roles and women take over. 
· To fight modern slavery in women and children – asylum should be granted to trafficked women.
· Prohibition of the purchase of sex provided that social measures are introduced to make it possible for women to avoid prostitution.
The Red-Green Alliance puts socialism on the agenda. The road to liberation – feminism and true equality, power-sharing and equal pay – are an integral part of the class struggle to achieve a different – socialist – society. 
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